Louisiana State University
Fall 2014 :: Allen Hall Rm.123
[Mon/Wed 3:30p-4:50p]

WGS2200:
Popular Culture & Gender

Instructor: Liam Oliver Lair
E-mail: liam.lair@lsu.edu
Office: Himes Hall 217D
Office Hours: W 12p-3p & by appt. (12-1:30
in the Union by the Student ID office, 1:30-3 in
Himes)

Overview

Materials

This course will explore how popular culture informs our understandings of gender and
sexuality at the intersection of race and class. We will study a variety of theories and
methods to analyze popular culture and will apply them to popular media texts throughout
the semester. Pop culture is not just created for entertainment. Pop culture is a key
component to the construction and maintenance of what is considered “normal” for
various cultures. The stories and images provided in popular texts influence how we
practice and embody masculinities, femininities, and sexualities. These stories and images
are also informed by class and race; consider, for example, the whiteness of many gay
characters on mainstream TV shows. The norms created and perpetuated by popular
culture influence how we construct ourselves – in how we want to look, dress, or act, as
well as in relation to how we understand love, sex, and romance. This course allows us to
critically engage with these norms, and challenges us to consider how to disrupt such
norms. This class is open and welcome to all.

Required Text:
Ani Zeisler, Feminism & Pop Culture,
Berkeley: Seal Press, 2008.

Goals
•
•
•
•
•

To gain an introduction to the study of Popular Culture in the U.S.
To understand the links among systems of gender, race, class, sexuality, ability, and
ethnicity through analysis of texts and visual culture.
To distinguish between individual attitudes and institutionalized forms of discrimination
and oppression facing people in the U.S.
To understand how seemingly “different” forms of domination interconnect – and to
think through various responses to this domination.
To apply the concepts and theories of class topics to lived experience and recognize how
these issues touch each of our lives.

Recommended Text:
Mia McKenzie, Black Girl Dangerous on
Race, Queerness Class, & Gender, Oakland:
BGD Press, Inc. 2014.
All other readings will be available on
Moodle.

Important Dates
Pop Culture Analysis Assignment
1st: September 17th
2nd: October 13th
3rd: November 3rd
4th: November 19th (Optional)
5th: December 1st
Other Important Dates
Meet with me by: Sept 17th
Mid-Term: Oct 6th

Requirements
1.
2.
3.

Participation: You are required to engage in the material (read the assigned readings) and
come to class prepared. I also require you to participate in class discussion.
Respect: This semester we will be discussing sensitive and controversial topics. We will
discuss in the first two weeks what the guidelines will be for class discussion in order to
create an environment where all students feel safe.
Communication: Please be in communication with me if something is happening outside
of class that is preventing you from doing your work. The day before the final paper is due
is NOT the time to e-mail me with concerns.
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THE BUSINESS PART
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY & MISCONDUCT
As a student registered and enrolled for courses at LSU, you are presumed to be familiar with all university policies relating to
plagiarism, academic misconduct, and related topics. That means that “I didn’t know” and “I wasn’t sure” are not excuses. If you
are unsure about whether something counts as academic misconduct, cheating, or plagiarism, don’t do it and/or ask
beforehand! I do not tolerate any instance of academic misconduct. “Academic misconduct includes but is not limited to,
cheating, plagiarism, collusion, falsifying academic records, and any act designed to give an unfair academic advantage to the
student...” (Sec. 5.1, C. of the LSU Student Code of Conduct): http://saa.lsu.edu.
Plagiarism is turning in someone else's work (including online websites) as your work and/or quoting another person's
work or statement without proper citation or acknowledgement. “Plagiarism is presenting someone else's words or work as your
own. Plagiarism applies to material taken from another person without properly citing your sources. Paraphrasing another writer,
substituting words, or rearranging sentences from the work of another also constitutes plagiarism. Plagiarism is easily detected
with databases and search engines.” Plagiarism is academic misconduct and is a violation of rules and regulations of the Louisiana
State University. According to me, "[a]cademic misconduct by a student shall include, but not be limited to, disruption of
classes; threatening an instructor or fellow student in an academic setting; giving or receiving of unauthorized aid on examinations
or in the preparation of notebooks, themes, reports or other assignments; knowingly misrepresenting the source of any academic
work;… plagiarizing another's work; violation of regulations or ethical codes for the treatment of human and animal subjects; or
otherwise acting dishonestly in research."
The department and the University consider these to be very serious offenses, and students who violate the LSU Code of
Student Conduct will be referred to Student Advocacy and Accountability. For undergraduate students, the outcome will range
from failing the assignment to failing the class. If a student has a second academic violation, you can be suspended from LSU.
There are several offices on campus that can assist you if you experience academic difficulties. This includes the Center for
Academic Success, academic counselors within your major department, and the Office of Student Advocacy and Accountability.
SPECIAL NEEDS, RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCES, ETC
If you have special needs or conditions (physical, learning, or otherwise) that need to be addressed, the Office of
Disability Services arranges accommodations and services for students who are eligible. It is your responsibility to contact the
office or other appropriate LSU office in a timely manner (that means sooner rather than later!); otherwise accommodations
will be unreasonable. If you have ANY concerns about accommodation, please see me.
If you have recognized religious observances or recognized university obligations or if unforeseen
circumstances arise that conflict with course events or requirements you must let me know immediately, so that we can
discuss and arrange a reasonable accommodation before the course is underway.
HOW TO “ATTEND” CLASS
This class is discussion-based, so all of us must come to class ready to engage the texts (both written and visual) and
each other critically. “Critically” means being able to point out and discuss strengths and weaknesses in texts and
conversations, thinking about what assumptions or rhetorical strategies a speaker/writer uses, being able to compare and
contrast texts, and being able to take a stand and support it with reason and reference to the texts (even if you don’t sincerely
hold that opinion in your “real life”). Comments about whether or not you liked something are not “critical” unless you are
also able to explain why. “Critically” does not mean jumping to conclusions, avoiding reasoned thinking, or assuming that
your point of view is the only or best point of view.
When a reading assignment is listed for a particular date, you should read it before the class period and be prepared to
discuss the reading – that means more than simply ‘reading’ the way you would read a novel at the beach. “Reading” at a
research university like LSU means reading closely (and even more than once!), taking notes and/or underscoring/highlighting
key parts of the reading, puzzling through terms or passages that are confusing, and considering whether you agree with the
reading or not (and why!).
Although I expect us all to participate in discussions equally, as the instructor I reserve the right to end or alter
discussions as needed to keep us on track. (Words and behavior that don’t productively further the discussion can be
considered “academic misconduct” under University rules and regulations.) Disagreements and open expression are part of
critical thinking. It’s not only okay to disagree, it’s required! Our goal in this class is not to discover any “right answer” or
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to agree about everything but rather to locate, develop, and articulate ways of understanding these topics as well as to learn how
to locate and evaluate the assumptions that underlie various stances and opinions.
I have zero tolerance for people talking on their cell phones or texting in class. If I see you texting in class I will take
your phone and return it after our class session is over. I want us to respect each other and our learning styles, and
texting/talking on the phone is very distracting. There is also a NO TECHNOLOGY policy in my classroom. Please see me if
this poses a problem or creates accessibility barriers for you.

During almost every class discussion I will ask you to explain yourself, to answer “why,” or to take your answer a
bit further. I will also play “devil’s advocate” to get you to think through points we make in class. When I use
these tactics to further the discussion it does not mean that your answer or comment is “wrong,” or that you aren’t
doing well or that I’m trying to “catch you” or “embarrass you.” QUITE THE CONTRARY! It means that you
are onto something good that we need to explore more!

COMMUNITY CHECK-IN
Once a month, we will do a ‘community check-in’ in order to gauge where the class is with readings, class concepts, assignments,
and LSU more generally. Why are community check-ins important? Because classes can be challenging, especially at a large
university like LSU and this is a way to make space for that. I want our class to be a community where we can connect and
support each other. This is meant to be a safe space where we can work through any issues that are creating barriers for
you. Here are the guidelines for community check-ins:
·
·
·
·
·

Respect each other’s privacy, what is said during the community check-in should stay in the classroom.
Check-ins take place during the last 5-10 minutes of class.
The check-in gives you a opportunity to share any difficulties you’re having with the course material or the class
more generally.
Be concise during the check-in. It is easy to talk for 5 minutes without realizing it. Be intentional about what you
say and make sure you leave space for others.
If you don’t feel comfortable sharing during the check-in time, but want me to know about any concerns or
questions you are having, email me or come to my office hours.

NAMES AND E-MAILS OF THREE CLASSMATES
1.
2.
3.
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ASSIGNMENTS/GRADES! All assignments must be typed, 12pt font, Dbl Spaced, Times New Roman,
1” Margins.
Participation (100pts): See above: “How to Attend Class.” I do not take attendance but, to participate, you must attend class.
While there are no “excused” or “unexcused” absences, multiple absences will be noticed and will affect your participation grade.
There are NO MAKE-UPS of any in-class work you miss or any assignments you fail to turn in because of an absence.
Participation will also be affected if you are inattentive during class (as demonstrated by whispering, tweeting, texting, sleeping,
and the like).
1 Meeting with Me, your instructor (50pts): You are required to meet with me at least once during my office hours in the first
4 weeks of class. This meeting is just to meet face to face and touch base about the class and your interests.
Daily, in class response (20 responses due, 10pts each = 200pts): Most days a reading is assigned, you will respond to two or
three short questions about the reading. This assignment has several purposes: To help you reflect on what you’ve read, to
synthesize and articulate some of the main points, and also to help us start class discussion in a more focused way. Please come to
class prepared, having done the reading. Sometimes these responses will be done in groups, and sometimes they will be used as
quizzes. Other days there will be in class assignments or small assignments I ask you to prepare for the next class meeting. These
daily assignments cannot be made up if you miss class.
Blog Roll (50pts): You will present in class on a blog you are reading over the semester. You will also turn in a 2-3 page review
of this blog, analyzing how gender, race, and sexuality are discussed (explicitly or implicitly) in the blog posts.
Mid-Term (100pts): This will be a short-answer exam during class on THIS DAY to asses your progress thus far in the course.
You will be given a study guide one week before. Bring blue books to this exam.
4-part Pop Culture Analysis (4 due, 125pts each = 500pts): Each of these assignments is designed to help you critically engage
with pop culture. You will use our course concepts and extra-classroom research to describe and analyze a topic of personal
interest to you. Each assignment will be 3-4 pages. These clean and polished essays will be in lieu of a final exam, so you will you
will be expected to use (and cite!) our course texts and concepts. More instructions will be provide on this assignment in the

next few weeks.
EXTRA CREDIT:
EC1: You may turn in a 1-page summary of an event you attended this semester that is relevant to pop culture.
EC2: You may turn in a 1-page summary of films you watched THIS SEMESTER relevant to pop culture.
These will be worth up to 20pts each. If you take advantage of BOTH opportunities, one must be a community event and the other
must be a film. The final day I will accept these assignments is Monday, December 1st.
ALL ASSIGNMENTS ADD UP TO A TOTAL OF 1000 POINTS:
A= 900-1000pts
B= 800-899pts
C= 700-799pts
D= 600-699pts
F= 0-599pts
YOU HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO EARN UP TO 1000 POINTS OVER THE COURSE OF THE SEMESTER.
I DO NOT GIVE GRADES. YOU EARN THEM.

COURSE SCHEDULE ON A SEPARATE SHEET
Our course schedule is liable to change for a number of reasons. It is your responsibility to check your registered email address
and to attend class so that you are aware of any changes. I will not answer or send out e-mails about changes to
readings/assignments. You should read and prepare texts BEFORE the day they are listed on the schedule.
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Course Outline/Tentative Schedule:
Feminism & Pop Culture = FPC
All Other Readings Available on Moodle

FEMINISMS, PRIVILEGE, & POP CULTURE
Week 1: Introduction
Mon 8.25:
Introductions, Defining Pop Culture, How does it affect your life?
Wed 8.27:

Week 2:
Mon 9.1:
Wed 9.3:
Week 3:
Mon 9.8:
Wed 9.10:
Week 4:
Mon 9.15:
Wed 9.17:
Week 5:
Mon 9.22:
Wed 9.24:

“I’m not a feminist, but…’ Popular Myths about Feminism” (Weiss)
Excerpt from Gaga Feminism (Halberstam)
Syllabus Review & Discussion Guidelines
Labor Day: No Class
“Not your mom’s Trans 101” (Asher)
Sex, Gender, & Sexuality 101
Privilege 101 Worksheet
WHY POP CULTURE MATTERS
“It’s Just a Movie…” (Smith)
FPC – Ch1 (assignment: Bring in Best & Worst Pop Culture Moments)
FPC – Ch2
FPC – Ch3 & Ch4
Due: 1st Pop Culture Essay
FPC – Ch5
“Refuse and Resist with Jean Kilbourne: How to Counteract Ad Messages,” by Laura Barcella in BITCHFest
Due: Mixed Media Analysis
POLITICS, IDENTITIES, & POP CULTURE

Week 6:
Mon 9.29:
Wed 10.1:

Intro to Part IV and Ch 32, 33, 34 in The Fat Studies Reader
“Oppositional Gaze” (hooks)
Semiotics of Race, or: Walks on Wild Side,” (Aaminah Khan) Black Girl Dangerous

Week 7:
Mon 10.6:

Mid Term

Wed 10.8:

Class Cancelled

Week 8:
Mon 10.13:
Wed 10.15:

“The ‘Not Rape’ epidemic,” (Latoya Peterson) Racialicious
Due: 2nd Pop Culture Essay
Virgins Or Vamps, Ch1 and Ch2 (Helen Benedict)
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QUEER POP CULTURE
Week 9:
Mon 10.20:

Wed 10.22:

Week 10:
Mon 10.27:
Wed 10.29:
Week 11:
Mon 11.3:

“How Jock Entitlement Breeds Rape Culture” (Cristene)
“Trapped in the Closet” (Leitch)
“Michael Sam’s a Ram,” (Yvonne) Autodstraddle
“Deconstructing Disability: Three Episodes of South Park” (John Reid-Hresko)
“The Transcontinental Disability Choir,” from Bitch Media
Watch (before class): 1 episode of South Park (we will discuss which episode on Mon 10.20)
C.J. Pascoe, Dude, You’re a Fag Ch3 & Ch4
No Homo – Screen In Class
“The Transgender Tipping Point,” in TIME Magazine
Are Prisons Obsolete? (Angela Davis) Ch1, 5, & 6
Due: 3rd Pop Culture Essay
PRODUCTS, WOMEN, & POP CULTURE

Wed 11.5:

No Logo Ch2

Week 12:
Mon 11.10:

No Logo Ch3

Wed 11.12:

Week 13:
Mon 11.17:
Wed 11.19:

Week 14
Mon 11.24:

“If Headlines Treated Women Like People, Not Objects” and
“Here’s How Ridiculous It would Look if Tabloids Treated Men the Way they treat Women,”
both from HuffPost
Political Culture Jamming: Jon Stewart (Warner)
“A Thin Line between Stereotype and Satire” (Latoya Peterson)
“All Hail the Queen Beyoncé” BitchMedia
“Beyoncé Superpower as a Love Letter to Black Radical Insurgency” Racialicious
To Do For 11.24: Watch your favorite movie, assess in relation to the Bechdel Test & Miss Representation Test
Due: Optional 4th Pop Culture Essay
“Why the Bechdel Test is More Important Than You Realize”
Film Discussion in relation to Bechdel Test and Miss Representation Test

Wed 11.26:

NO CLASS: Thanksgiving Break

Week 15
Mon 12.1:

Due: Final Essay

Wed 12.3:

In Class Workshop
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